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SOME NOTES ON THE UPPER AMAZON. 



BY 

COURTENAY DE KALB. 



The following extracts from my notes, collected dur- 
ing a journey which I made up the river Amazon in 
the winter of 1889-90, having special reference to the 
geography of the region, are submitted with the hope 
that they may prove of value by adding some new facts, 
and also by serving to correct a few cartographical 
errors which came within my observation. 

I. Towns. — A. Towns which no longer exist, but are 
still represented on maps. 

Chirrhui ; abandoned in 1876. 

San Ignacio ; obliterated many years ago. 

BoRjA ; destroyed by the Indians about 1825; par- 
tially rebuilt by some Christianized Indians a few years 
later; finally abandoned in 1854 or 1855. There is not 
even a trace of a house remaining, and the forest has 
completely overgrown the site of the ancient pueblo. 

Santiago ; This town, which was on the west side of 
the eastern cordillera of the Andes, was destroyed at 
the same time as Borja, and has never been rebuilt. 

These two latter towns, together with Limon and 
others, formed a series of military posts to keep open 
communication with the towns in the valley stretching 
northward from the Amazon between the eastern and 
western cordilleras, /. <?., the valley of the Santiago, 
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where the Spaniards are said to have maintained exten- 
sive gold washings. 

B. Towns recently built, and not shown on the maps. 

IsLANDiA ; on the Peruvian bank of the Rio Javary, 
four miles from the Amazon. 

PoMBAL ; on the Peruvian side of the same river, two 
miles farther up. 

CoNCEiCAO ; on the Brazilian side of the Javary, thirty 
miles above Pombal. 

Nazareto Morao ; on Brazilian territory, at the junc- 
tion of the Rio Javary and the Rio Itacoahy (wrongly 
named Tecuachy by Stieler), ten miles above Con- 
cei9a.o. 

Santa Cruz ; four miles farther up, on the Peruvian 
side of the river. 

Trinidade ; on the Brazilian bank of the Javary, fif- 
teen miles farther on. 

Natividade ; also on the Brazilian side, three miles 
beyond Trinidade. These towns on the Rio Javary 
have grown with great rapidity, owing to the abundance 
of rubber in the forests of this locality. The popula- 
tion along the Javary and its important tributary, the 
Itacoahy, has become so large that the regular monthly 
steamers from Para to Iquitos always turn aside to land 
and receive cargo from the ports above mentioned. 

San Enrique ; on the east bank of the Rio Huallaga, 
about sixty miles from its mouth. 

San Isidro ; on the north bank of the Amazon, about 
a half mile east of the Island del Baradero. San Isidro 
was named in honor of the patron saint of Peruvian 
agriculture, and must not be confounded with San 
Isidoro. 
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PiEDRA Lisa; on the north side of the Amazon, 
about one mile west of the embouchure of the Rio 
Pastassa. 

ShapAja ; about four miles west of San Antonio, on 
the south bank of the Amazon. It is named after a 
palm, bearing a large edible nut, which grows very 
abundantly on the "Alto Maraflon," as that part of the 
Amazon west of the junction with the Rio Huallaga is 
locally termed. 

Caravanchel ; on the north side of the Amazon, 
about five miles west of Shapaja. 

Parinari ; formerly did exist, as the maps show, on 
the south side of the Amazon, but was destroyed by fire 
several years ago, and has been rebuilt, a mile or more 
to the westward on the opposite, or north, shore. 




Ma'i'^ 



2. Rivers and Islands. 

IsLA DEL Baradero ; this large island is usually rep- 
resented as dividing the current of the Amazon just 
below the mouth of the Rio Pastassa, and as having the 
main channel on the north side. This is wrong. The 
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entire tide of the Amazon flows in an enormous bend on 
the south side of the island, while the channel on the 
north side is one of those canals, or " canoe paths," so 
common in the Valley of the Amazon, this one beginning 
in the Rio Pastassa a mile from its mouth, and leading 
by a very circuitous route of ten miles in length into 
the Amazon, just above San Isidro. The name of 
Baradero is obsolescent, being entirely unknown to all 
but a few of the oldest inhabitants. The current name 
for the island is LluichO, which signifies " a deer." 

Rio Aichi-Yacu ; usually shown as a large stream 
flowing into the Amazon from the south, a few miles 
west of Barranca. This river should be called the Rio 
Potro, to which the Aichi-Yacu is tributary, being in 
fact the west branch of the Potro. 

Rio Apaga ; instead of uniting with the Amazon at 
the elbow of the great southward bend west of the Rio 
Morona, empties into it immediately to the eastward of 
the bend, as shown in the accompanying cut. 

Rio Cangazo ; this river has never, to my knowledge, 
been noticed by any geographers. Within a few miles 
of the Andes the Amazon swings off toward the north, 
and then returns in a south-westerly course to the cata- 
ract, or PoNGO DE Manseriche. Near the northern 
limit of this bend begins a wide canal, or " canoe path," 
which extends in a north-easterly direction to the Rio 
Morona. Along the north-west side of the triangular 
island thus formed extends a remarkably level ridge en- 
tirely disconnected from the Andean system. This ridge 
is called the Sierra de Heraga. The Indians who 
annually cross over from the valley of the Santiago 
utilize it as a convenient overland route to the excellent 
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fishing grounds along the middle reaches of the Rio 
Morona, and hence there is a well-defined path along its 
summit. 




Rids Pinches and Chipanga ; these rivers, the former 
represented as flowing eastwardly into the Rio Pastassa, 
and the latter westwardly into the Rio Morona, are en- 
tirely unknown to all classes in this region, but the 
Indians say that at the place where I supposed the Rios 
Pinches and Chipanga should be found, is a "quebrada," 
or canoe path, called Chuindre, connecting the Pastassa 
and Morona. In the course of Quebrada Chuindre is 
said to be a large lake, rather nearer the Pastassa than 
the Morona, called Lago Rimachi. 

I was also unable to find any one who had ever heard 
of the Rio Apianga, represented on the maps as an afflu- 
ent of the Morona, and the best informed Indians per- 
sisted in affirming that it did not exist. 



